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Dangerous Outcast  
The Prostitute in Nineteenth-Century Bengal

Like other socioeconomic formations, prostitution too 
underwent a dramatic change in Bengal soon after the British
colonial takeover in the nineteenth century. Dangerous Outcast
traces how, from the peripheries of pre-colonial Bengali rural
society, prostitutes came to dominate the centrestage in 
Calcutta, the capital of British India—thanks to the emer-
gence of a new clientele brought forth by the colonial order. It
examines the policies the British administration implemented
to revamp the profession to suit its needs, as well as to screen
its practitioners in a bid to protect its minions in the army
from venereal diseases. It also analyses the class structure
within the prostitute community of the time; its complex rela-
tionship with the Bengali bhadralok—prosperous, well- edu-
cated—society; and the voices of the prostitutes themselves,
which we hear from their songs, letters and writings, collected
and reproduced from both oral tradition and printed sources.

Exhaustively documented, drawing upon contemporary
records, both official and popular, Dangerous Outcast is a major
contribution to the ongoing research on nineteenth-century
Bengal in general and women’s studies in particular.

Sumanta Banerjee
Sumanta Banerjee is a historian, journalist and cultural
theorist. He has been a leading public intellectual for many
decades and has earlier been a fellow at the Indian Institute
of Advanced Studies, Shimla. His most recent publications
include Memoirs of Roads: Calcutta from Colonial
Urbanization to Global Modernization.
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Poetry and Time  
Translated by Alexander Booth

For nearly half a century, German artist Max Neumann has
worked to create, hone and elaborate a visual vocabulary that
is dark, compulsive and forceful. A lifelong collaborator, Neu-
mann’s paintings have accompanied the work of Cees Noote-
boom, Seamus Heaney, Fernando Pessoa and László
Krasznahorkai, among many others. In Poetry and Time, his
haunting images are accompanied by a lyrical and penetrating
text from poet Joachim Sartorius, who notes that a certain si-
lence is at the very heart of poems, stating: ‘They know what it
is they do, but do not say it.’ But why not? Exploring this
mystery, he considers examples from Dickinson, Rilke and
Shakespeare, among others, and examines the realities of tran-
sience and mortality at the centre of the poems’ very reason
for being, their urge to form their own reality and abolish
time while being inextricably bound to time—much like any
great body of art, such as Neumann’s. Sartorius’ ruminations
beautifully complement Neumann’s series of 30 poignant
paintings, making this volume is an extraordinarily rare and
exquisite book.

“ese poems are the messages of a person who

has been a very long way away and who covers

inward as well as outward distances on his

travels. When reading this poetry, one is always

somewhere else, not only in space but also in

time.”
Cees Nooteboom

Max Neumann & 
Joachim Sartorius
Max Neumann’s works are a part of numerous public and
private collections such as the Neue Nationalgalerie,
Hamburger Kunsthalle, Fondation Maeght and the Seibu
Museum. Self-Portrait of an Other, his collaborative work
with Dutch poet Cees Nooteboom, is also available from
Seagull Books.

Joachim Sartorius directed the artists’ programme for DAAD
(German Academic-Exchange Programme) for eight years;
served as general secretary of the Goethe Institut in Munich
from 1996 to 2000; and later became the artistic director of
Berliner Festspiele. Having been awarded the Rockefeller
Foundation Fellowship in 1992 , he was named a Chevalier
des Arts et des Lettres in 2011.

Alexander Booth is a writer and translator who lives in
Berlin. For Seagull Books, he has translated Gunther
Geltinger’s Moor and Friedrich Ani’s e Nameless Day.
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Georg Baselitz &
Alexander Kluge
Georg Baselitz is one of the world’s most significant painters,
sculptors and graphic artists. Since 1969, he paints his
subjects upside down in an effort to overcome the
representational, content-driven character of his earlier work
and stress the artifice of painting.

Alexander Kluge has directed several films, including
Yesterday Girl, Artists under the Big Top: Perplexed and e
Assault of the Present on the Rest of Time. He is also one of
the major German fiction writers of the last 50 years and
known as an important social critic.
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World-Changing Rage  
News of the Antipodeans
Translated by Katy Derbyshire

The history of humankind is also a history of rage, fury, wrath.
Rage and obsti- nacy are close relatives—fundamental cate-
gories in the work of both Georg Baselitz and Alexander Kluge.
Rage is dynamic; it can expand and grow and erupt suddenly
into blazing protests, revolts, revolution and war. Its energies are
concentrated in the heroic type. Baselitz and Kluge reflect the
melancholy archetype of theWestern hero (and his deconstruc-
tion) against the very different heroic ethos of the Japanese an-
tipodes. More powerful than rage, however, is wit, pointing at
Europe in the outstretched finger of the Japanese master Kat-
sushika Hokusai. In World-Changing Rage, two accomplished
and revered creators explore links and fractures between two
cultures, in two media: ink and watercolour on paper, and the
written word. A unique collaboration, this volume, now avail-
able in English translation, will leave every reader with a deeper
appreciation of the human condition.

“Kluge’s search for the maelstroms and fixed

points of the world spirit, for drunken elephants

and the seven forces of buoyancy, is exhilarating,

interesting, philosophical—a vade mecum to be

read several times over.”
Münchner Feuilleton
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